


  Thinking Animals

COL 130, Fall 2021                                                          Kari Weil  kweil@wesleyan.edu
The question of “the animal” has become a recent focus across the disciplines, extending debates over identity, difference and ethical responsibility to our so-called “non-speaking” others.  This course will cover a range of theories and representations of “the animal” in order to examine how human identity and its various gendered, classed, and racial manifestations have been conceived of through and against notions of animality.  We will further examine how such conceptions have affected human-animal relations and the contemporary practices of pet-keeping and zoos, as well as current trends regarding animal rights and protections. 
Texts to Purchase (available at Wesleyan RJ Julia)
J.M. Coetzee, The Lives of Animals (Princeton UP) ; Erica Fudge, Animal, (Reaction Books)) ; Virginia Woolf, Flush (Oxford)
All other readings will be in the Course Pack which you can order by logging into your portfolio and clicking on Course Pack under Academic Resources. 
Class Responsibilities and Grading

1. Class Participation:  More than three unexcused absences will result in the lowering of your grade (20%)

2. 5 papers of increasing length. (Some of these will be workshopped and rewritten) (50%)

3. Discussion board. (30%). Every other week students will be asked to select a quotation or passage from the reading for discussion. Students should post the quotation on the discussion board, giving the page number and context for the quotation. If the quotation is from a literary text, you should describe at what point it appears in the plot, who is speaking, to whom, or what is being described.  For other texts, you should indicate where in the argument the quote appears and how it serves (or perhaps contradicts) the overall argument of the text.  You should try to paraphrase the quote in your own words and then raise questions about its importance or its power, paying particular attention to its meaning, its word choice, its originality or its relation to other ideas raised in other texts. 
Students with Disabilities:

It is the policy of Wesleyan University to provide reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities. Students, however, are responsible for registering with Disabilities Services, in addition to making requests known to me in a timely manner.  If you require accommodations in this class, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible [during the 3rd week of the semester], so that appropriate arrangements can be made. The procedures for registering with Disabilities Services can be found at: http://www.wesleyan.edu/deans/disability-students.html.

Honor Code: All work handed in for this course must comply with the Wesleyan honor code. You must take responsibility for your own work and cite the work of others. If you have any questions about how the honor code applies to your work, consult the Student Handbook.
Writing Tutors:  Writing tutors are available, by appointment, Sunday -Thursday for online appointments. Make an appointment by going to Wesportal→ Academics→ Writing Workshop Account.
Syllabus

Animal/Human:  Designating Difference

         a) Historical perspectives

9/7   Introduction. Elizabeth Bishop, “Pink Dog”
9/9  Singer and Regan eds. “Animals in the History of Western Thought,” from Animal 

Rights and Human Obligations. Erica Fudge, Animal, Introduction, and 
Chapter II
9/14 Harriet Ritvo, The Animal Estate, “The Nature of the Beast.”  

Darwin, Descent of Man (selections); Freud; “footnote;” 
9/16 Rainer Maria Rilke, “The Eighth Elegy”

b) What is language? thinking? emotion?
9/21 First Writing Assignment-Workshop. Turn in Final version on Friday 9/24
9/23 Martin Heidegger, The Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics, Sections: 42, 46,48,         

          59(b). 

9/28   Fouts and Fouts, “Chimpanzees Use of Sign Language,” Vicki Hearne, Adam’s
 Task, Chaps. 1,3,4. 
9/30   Erica Fudge, Animal, Chap. 3 and conclusion. Kafka, “Report to an Academy”
10/5 Temple Grandin, Thinking in Pictures, chaps 1, 4, 9. Animals in Translation, 

Chap. 2,
10/7 Second Writing Assignment-Workshop. Final Version due Friday, 10/8

c) What difference?

10/12 Alphonso Lingis, “Bestiality” in Animal Others, ed. Peter Steeves; 

          Linda Hogan, “First People.”
10/14 Gilles Deleuze, “Becoming Animal” from Animal Philosophy;

Steve Baker, “What does Becoming Animal Look Like?”; Ursula Leguin, “The Wife’s Story”
10/19   Kafka, “The Metamorphosis”
10/21   Metamorphosis, cont. Third Writing Assignment Workshop. Final Version due Sunday, 10/24
Pets, Gender and Domestication

10/26 Fall Break
10/28 Keith Thomas, Man and the Natural World, Chap. III; Fudge, Chap. I. 25-46.,


Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “To Flush My Dog,”  
11/2 Virginia Woolf, Flush, Chaps.1-3

11/4 Flush, cont., chaps., 4-end; Kathleen Kete, The Beast in the Boudoir; chap. 4 
(suggested)
Race/species
11/9   Claire Jean Kim, “Animals, Nature and the Races of Man”
 
11/11 Levinas, “The Name of a Dog.  Arluke and Sanders, “Boundary Work in Nazi 

Germany” Regarding Animals.
11/16. Bénédicte Boisseron, “Afro Dog,” Chamoiseau.  “Old Man Slave and the Mastiff”
11/18 Fourth Writing Assignment, Workshop. Final version due Sunday 11/19
Animal Objects, Dead and Alive

11/23 John Berger, “Why Look at Animals?” Nigel Rothfels, “Immersed with Animals”
          Rilke, “The Panther,” Ted Hughes, “The Jaguar,”
11/25 Thanksgiving 
Animal Rights and Wrongs
 11/30 Peter Singer, “All Animals are Equal;” Tom Regan, “The Case for Animal Rights,   
Fudge, 46-65.  
12/2 Plutarch, The Eating of Flesh, Carol Adams, “The Sexual Politics of Meat”
Michael Polan, “The Ethics of Eating Animals;” Fudge, 34-46
12/7 J.M. Coetzee, Lives of Animals, 1-69
12/9 Lives of Animals, cont.  pp. 69-120. 
Final Paper Due on 12/15.
